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Jesus M. de la Garza, the Vecellio Professor of Construction Engineering and Management and a professor of civil and 
environmental engineering at Virginia Tech, has been appointed by the National Science Foundation (NSF) as director 
of the Information Technology and Infrastructure Systems (ITIS) Program in the Division of Civil and Mechanical 
Systems.   The NSF appointment, which was the result of a national search, is a one-year assignment starting in January 
2004 with a possible renewal for an additional year.  
              
The program supports research in the fields of infrastructure, construction and transportation. As director, de la Garza 
will be responsible for administering existing ITIS research projects and reviewing potential projects.  He will take a 
leave of absence from the university to serve at NSF headquarters in Arlington, Virginia. de la Garza is an expert in 
construction engineering and management, highway infrastructure management and information technology in 
construction.  Internationally known for his research, de la Garza has procured about $4.5 million in external funding to 
study a variety of construction-related topics, many linked to highway construction and infrastructure-rehabilitation 
issues. 
 
In 1988, de la Garza joined the Virginia Tech faculty after receiving his Ph.D. from the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign.  His honors include the American Society of Civil Engineers Best Paper Award from the Technical Council 
on Computer Practices and the society's Thomas Fitch Rowland Prize for valuable contributions to construction 
management and construction engineering.  See: http://www.cee.vt.edu/people/delaGarza.html. 
          

             
 

 
Announcing a new web site for the supercomputer: http://www.eng.vt.edu/tcf/ 
 

NSF Research Proposal Deadlines:
There are six NSF program deadline for engineering in December and eight 
in January of 2004.  Be sure to check the deadlines for all related programs, 
as well: http://www.nsf.gov/home/deadline/deadline.cfm 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
   
 
 
  
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
New Funding Opportunities for Graduate Studies: 
 
The 2004-05 DOE Computational Science Graduate Fellowship applications are due January 14, 
2004. See the Virginia Tech Graduate School web site for more information, under the Funding 
Opportunities page: http://www.grads.vt.edu/fundingopp/index.html. 
 
Research internships in areas of national security are available during the summer at the Lawrence 
Livermore National Laboratory. Apply on-line at: http://internships.llnl.gov/step_student.html 
 
The application deadline for the NASA Graduate Student Researcher Program is February 1, 2004. 
This program provides a $24,000 fellowship for one year. For more information, go to: 
http://fellowships.hq.nasa.gov/gsrp/nav/.  
 

       
       From the Office of Sponsored Programs: 
 

        To:  Deans, Department Heads, and University Center Directors 
        From: David Richardson 
 
        Please share the following message with your faculty and staff: 
 
        Due to the holiday schedule this year, the Office of the Vice Provost 
        for Research and the Office of Sponsored Programs will be closed for 
        business on December 29th, 30th, and 31st.  Combined with the holiday 
        closings, the office will be closed at noon December 24th and will 
        reopen at 8:00 am on January 5th.  If you have proposals due the weeks 
        of the 29th of December or the 5th of January, please contact your 
        pre-award administrator as soon as possible in order that we may assist 
        you. 
 
        David W. Richardson 
        Director, Office of Sponsored Programs 
        (540) 231-5281 
 
 
 Upcoming Limited Submission Program Internal Deadlines: 
 

• January 5 - National Science Foundation HIAPER Aircraft Instrumentation (HAI) NSF 04-517 
• January 6 - Grants in Scientific Education - America Honda Foundation  
• January 9 - New Scholars Program in Global Infectious Disease - Ellison Medical Foundation  
• January 9 - New Scholars Program in Aging - Ellison Medical Foundation  
• January 9 - Sustainable Forestry - Laird Norton Endowment Foundation 

 
Anyone wishing to submit a proposal for these programs should send a brief letter of intent to 
(ltdsubs@vt.edu). The e-mail letter of intent needs to include only the name of the Principal 
Investigator, any co-PI's, and the subject or title of the proposed project. Click here for more 
information on Limited Submission Programs. 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Edmund G. Henneke, Associate Dean of Research & Graduate Studies 

College of Engineering at Virginia Tech 
Please send information for this newsletter by the 25th of each month to the editor, Karen Gilbert: 

karen.gilbert@vt.edu 
 

 

New Research Document Links: 
 
FY 2004 Guide to Programs 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubsys/ods/getpub.cfm?nsf04009 
NSF-wide Program Announcements & Information 
 
Foundations of Computing Processes and Artifacts 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubsys/ods/getpub.cfm?nsf04519 
Program Announcements & Information for  Computer/Information Sciences 
 
Information Technology Research for National Priorities 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubsys/ods/getpub.cfm?nsf04012 
 Program Announcements & Information for 
NSF-wide Crosscutting Programs, Computer/Information Sciences 
 
Taking Cues from Mother Nature to Foil Cyber Attacks 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubsys/ods/getpub.cfm?pr03130 
Computer/Information Sciences 
 
Digital Government 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubsys/ods/getpub.cfm?nsf04521 
Program Announcements & Information for  
Computer/Information Sciences 
 
Sensors and Sensor Networks 
http://www.nsf.gov/pubsys/ods/getpub.cfm?nsf04522 
Program Announcements & Information for 
Engineering Crosscutting Programs 
Individual Program Solicitations 
 
Research Division Information: 
 
Last week's Research Division Opportunity Update included funding opportunities from the U.S. 
Department of Defense (DOD), Department of the Army, and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE). For each, the deadline is Continuous. Proposals may be submitted at any time. 
 
Detailed information on each funding opportunity is contained at the following URL: 
http://www.mvk.usace.army.mil/contract/docs/2004BAA.pdf 
 
For more information, contact Doug Eckel: deckel@vt.edu. 
 


