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Message from the Director

On May 1, 2008, | attended
an awards dinner at which
nine engineering alumni
were inducted into the
Academy of Engineering
Excellence. The

Academy was created to
recognize the outstanding
achievements of our
engineering graduates.

As their biographies were
read and they received
their recognition, | found
myself thinking of the fact
that each of them, when
they Irst received their
engineering diplomas, had
little idea of where their
professional life would

take them. Harold Martin,
the ! rst African American
inductee, stated that he
learned his work ethic from
summers spent working long
days on a farm. Harold,
who was in the electrical
engineering graduate
program when | was an
undergraduate, is currently
the Senior Vice President
for Academic Affairs for the
University of North Carolina
School System. George
Middleton is a founding
member of the CEED
Industrial Advisory Council.

He once had an instructor
ask him why he would want
to be a “poor engineer
when he could be a good
plumber?” That served to
motivate George to be a
great engineer. He spent
much of his professional life
working for EG Middleton
and Sons, a family owned
electrical contracting
business. Ray Martin served
as Principal, President, CEO,
and Chairman of Schnabel
Engineering Associates

in the geotechnical leld
prior to his retirement.

He was also the College’s
Outstanding Alumnusin
2003, and really did not
want to go to college

at all (his mother won

that battle). Helen Reed
watched Neil Armstrong
land on the moon and that
inspired her to pursue
engineering. She never
dreamed that she would
eventually become chair of
the 2nd largest aerospace
engineering department in
the nation; Texas A&M.

On May 10, approximately
975 engineering students
will earn their degrees.
Among them are future
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CEOs, Senior VPs,
outstanding community
leaders, incredible
educators, and others who
will make a difference to
those around them and
perhaps even around the
world. Don't sell yourself
short, thinking “that will

not be me”. Each of our
Academy members stood in
the same place you do right
now. They never dreamed
they would achieve what
they have done. Each

will tell you it was a
combination of the right
place, the right time, and
the right decision. Those



moments will come for you

— | promise. Each of you has
within yourself the drive

and the determination to
achieve greatness in

both your personal

and professional lives
Congratulations to the Class
of 2008. Virginia Tech is
proud to count you as one
of our own.

CEED Alumni

Dr. James L. Moore Il
(Counselor Education:

MA Ed, ‘97 and PhD, ‘00)
received the Division E
Distinguished Scholar
Award in Counseling on
March 25, during the
American Educational
Research Association (AERA)
conference in New York.
The selection committee
admired and appreciated
the contribution made by
his research on African
American males’ career
trajectory in engineering.
Dr. Moore is director of the
Todd Anthony Bell National
Regurce Center on the
African American Male at
The Ohio State University.
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Angelo Colon (Graduate
Assistant, CEED) has been
elected as President Elect

for the School of Education
Student Association (SOESA)
for 2008-20009.

Jennifer Kammer (CS) is the
recipient of a BAE Systems
scholarship for 2008-2009.

Leigh McCue (Assistant
Professor, Aerospace and
Ocean Engineering, Co-PI,
STEP Grant, CEED) received
a Faculty Early Career
Development Program
(CAREER)Ward from the
National Science Foundation
and a Young Investigator
Program (YIP) Award

from the Oflce of Naval
Resarch.

On Friday, April 18, the
Center for Academic
Enrichment and Excellence
hosted an on-campus visit
for 35 under-represented
high school students

who are members of

the Hampton University
JET Corps PPogram. The
JET Corps is a unique
partnership with the

cities, schools, and
university oflcials in
Hampton, Newport News,
Williamsburg, James

City County, Portsmouth,
and Norfolk, that offers

an intense 12-month
curriculum, emphasizing the
signilcance of a strong work

ethic, education, discipline,
spirituality, goal setting,
and character.

Jean-Louis Bile (EE senior),
Brandon Brisbon (CpE
senior), and Brittany McNair
(EE junior) represented
CEED for the student panel
portion of the event. Thank
you"

On March 13, Trey
Waller (Graduate
Assistant, CEED) was
presented the Black
Faculty/Staff A ward.
The award, sponsored
by Student African
American Brotherhood
(SAAB), is presented
to African American
faculty and staff who
have contributed a
signifcant amont of time
to the African-American
community on campus.
The lve recipients were
student selected.

Pictured left to right: Adedamola
Omotosho (CpE senior), Arnold
Cozart (ChE senior), Cecilia
Arrington (CEEN graduate student),
Hakeem Rahman (ME senior), Trey
Waller, Tasha Zephirin (EE graduate
student), Brandon Williams (CpE
sophomore), Daniel Lee (BIT senior),
and Brandon Brisbon (CpE senior)




CEED’s Spring Fling

On April 19, 2008, CEED
hosted the !rst ever Spring
Fling, an event to which

high school sophomores with

an interest in engineering
were invited. Students
from the Tidewater area
and Richmond (as well as
two students from Northern
Virginia) traveled by bus to
the VT campus where they
attended a tailgate picnic
and the spring football
game.

The 28 visitors and

their chaperones were
welcomed by Dr. Bev
Watford, CEED Director
and Richard Benson, Dean
of Engineering. Jonathan
Schramm, AssistantDirector
of Admissions, gave a brief
talk that provided insight
into the VT admissions
process. NSBE and SWE
volunteers mingled with the
students, sharing a current
engineering student’s point
of view. Students also
played a getting-to-know-

you Bingo game and visited
the University Bookstore
and the April 16 memorial.

Jordan Smith of Norview High
School, hanging out with
Dean Benson

The spring game was viewed
from the South End Zone
East Club Lounge which
was especially nice during
the periods of rain. The
students had ice cream
sundaes, socialized, and
watched the game.

They then boarded the

bus for the long drive back
across the state. The CEED
staff thoroughly enjoyed

the students’ visit, and

we look forward to future
interactions.

We received emails from a

Hokie Bird makes an appearance

few people the following
week, thanking us for the
opportunity.

A sudent participant said:
Thank you for inviting me
on the VT Trip. | had a very
good time. | hope to go in
the future also. It was very
fun.

Another email came from
one of the chaperones: All
the students | talked to
were extremely pleased
with the trip.

A parent wrote: | just
wanted to let you know how
much my daughter enjoyed
Spring Fling on Saturday.
She attended not knowing
a soul and returned excited
about meeting everyone
and wanted to research

all the different !elds of
engineering.

Thank you to our student
volunteers, Industrial
Advisory Council (IAC)
members, and trip
chaperones:

NSBE
Adrian Allen
Jean-Louis Bile
Brandon Brisbon
Semeon Seyfou
Charles Stanton

continued



SWE
Bridget Buehrle
Tara Cozier
Amy Greenhouse
Laura Harris
Nataliya Schroeder

IAC
Eunices Alexander
Lydia Birk
Mandel Dudley
Jamie Helmer
Darrell Mottley
Kirsten O’Brien
Karen Torgersen
Richie Weldon
Jonathan Whitcomb

Chaperones
Mike Chapman
Adriane James
Sonja Mitchell
Tom Mitchell
Marcy Wright

Congratulations to CAMEO
Scholarship Recipients”

Adrian Allen
Jean-Louis Bile
Bianca Brandveen
Stacy Branham
Brandon Brisbon
Julie Cushen
Michael Diaz
Sharifa Felix
Jennifer Kammer
Estelle Kim

Eric King

James Lankford
Brittany McNair
Shadeequa Miller
Shemeka Neville

Alicia Nolden
Adedamola Omotosho
Jill Preto
Semone Seyfou
Lauren Smith
Erin Speer
Solomon Tibebu
Laurian Vega
Lisa Vincent
Kristin Whetstone
Lynette Wilcox

A CAMEO banquet was held
April 17 at which time the
scholarship checks were
presented.

Kirstyn Godwin, CAMEO Chair,
and Jill Preto, CareerFest 2008
volunteer

The banquet also served as
a thank you and recognition
to those students who
participated in CareerFest
2008 in February. Several
members of the Industrial
Advisory Council for CEED
attended, including Eunices
Alexander, Eileen Conway,
Carolyn Marsh, John Milks,
Karen Torgersen, and
Jonathan Whitcomb.

We appreciate your support"

IAC guests chatting with CEED
students

Galileo

Excited scouts, eager
siblings, competitive dads,
and encouraging moms
surrounded the Float Your
Marbles activity table on
Saturday, April 12, 2008.
Nearly 850 scouts and
family members came to
Virginia Tech from the Boy
Scout troops in the Blue
Ridge Mountains Council.
The table, hosted by past
and present Galilean
students, was a huge hit
with everyone who attended
the VT — STEM fair,Scouting
Day with the Virginia

Tech Hokies. The activity
presented participants with
a design challenge to design
a “boat” to #oat the most
marbles given a certain
number of materials and
constraints. All of the kids
had a blast, and it was great
to see many parents jump in
with the same enthusiasm
and competitiveness.

Submitted by Andrew Leedom,
Graduate Assistant, CEED

Pictured left to right: Matt
Parker, Will Ritmiller , Andrew
Leedom, Nathan Rodgers, Michael
Creaven, Andrew Lyford

Thank you volunteers!



We've Had a Busy Recruiting Season

In 2008, CEED has stepped
up its efforts in recruiting
talented, diverse high
school students to consider
Virginia Tech’s College

of Engineering. CEED

staff members, student
volunteers, and members
of the CEED Industrial
Advisory Council (IAC) have
contributed their time and
effort for this endeavor. We
would like to thank all of
them for their support.

Jean-Louis Bile (EE

senior), Brandon Brisbon
(CpE senior), Trey Waller
(CEED GA), and Bevlee
Watford (Director, CEED)
participated in the NSBE
national convention

recruiting fair in Orlando.

Whitney Edmister (CEED),
Fleur Gooden (CEED GA),
and Dee Miller (CEED GA)
attended a Blacksburg Parks
and Recreation event to
promote the C-Tech?and
Imagination programs.

Jade Nobles (ME senior)
represented the College
of Engineering at the
Minorities in Engineering
Day College Fair at

Lockheed-Martin in early
April.

Trey Waller (GA, CEED)
introduced CEED and its
programs to participants of
Gateway 2008, a program
for students who have been
offered admission to VT. He
also represented CEED at a
college fair in Wytheville,
Virginia, April 4.

Nate
Williams (GE
sophomore)
joined folks
from VT’s
Center for
Academic
Enrichment
Excellence to participate in
the program, Introducing
Virginia Tech in Newport
News, Virginia, April 25-26.

CEED was represented at
the College of Engineering’s
Open House on April 7. Over
1000 students attended the
Open House. Thanks to

the many volunteers who
manned our booth.

Only a few of the volunteers,
pictured left to right: Sandra
Griflth (CEED), Katie Torbert (AOE
junior), Trey Waller (CEED GA),
Jeannie Hofmeister (GE freshman),
and Jason Grieves (CpE senior)

Congratulations to Our
Graduating NACME Scholars™

Since 1974, NACME (the
National Action Council for
Minorities in Engineering)
has provided leadership and
support for the national
effort to increase the
representation of successful
African American, American
Indian and Latino women
and men in engineering

and technology, math- and
science-based careers.

VT’s CEED was the recipient
of a NACME lve-year block
grant to help recruit, admit,
educate, and graduate
successful minority
engineering students.

Our graduating NACME
Scholars for 2008 include:

Mark Brown (ISE)
Arnold Cozart (ChE)
Alex Grant (CS)

Justin Holloman (CEEN)
Prather Lanier (ME)
Margarita Villa (ME)
Tasha Zephirin (12/07)
(EE)

Pictured left to right: Justin Holloman,
Tasha Zephirin, Prather Lanier, Willie
Grant, Arnold Cozart (not pictured: Mark
Brown and Margarita Villa)



National Society of Black
Engineers (NSBE)
215 Hancock Hall

www.nsbe.org.vt.edu

NSBE rionaL CONVENTION

Sharnnia Artis (PhD ISE ‘07)
and Trey Waller (GA, CEED)
presented Moving from
Ordinary to EXTRAordinary:
Being EXTRA Prepared

for College at the NSBE
National Convention in
Orlando, Florida, March 20,
2008.

VT NSBE Students at
Universal Studios

Congratulations to the 2008-
2009 NSBE Board:

President
Brandon Brisbon
Vice President
Shemeka Neville

Treasurer
Semeon Seyfou
Secretary
Brandon Smith
Program Chair
Brandon Williams
Finance Chair
Brittany McNair
Academic Excellence Chair
Jean-Louis Bile
Fundraising Chair
Wanda Jones
Membership Chair
Brandon Smith
Pardiamentarian
Masho Melaku
Senators
Bianca Brandveen
Eric King

Society of Hispanic

Professional Engineers (SHPE)

215 Hancock Hall
www.shpe.org.vt.edu

Congratulations to the 2008-
2009 SHPE Board:

President

Eric Del Valle
VP Internal

Rosa Avalos
VP External

Jorge Arias
Secretary

Joseph Cuadrado
Treasurer

Richard Rivera

Society of Women
Engineers (SWE)
215 Hancock Hall

www.swe.org.vt.edu

Congratulations to the 2008-
2009 SWE Board:

President

Jill Preto
Vice President

Lindsay Miller
Financial Administrator

Julie Cushen
Communications Director

Thia Kakouris
Company Liaisons

Kirstyn Godwin

Kara Vonder Reith
Publicity Chair

Jessica Parrish
Membership Enrichment

Erin Speer
Educational Outreach

Co-Chairs

Eaine Huffman

Lindsay Clendaniel
Community Outreach Chair

Ashley Grauman
Newsletter Editor

Christa Hixsom
Webmaster

Jeannie Hofmeister



Pre-College

Initiative (PCI)

The PCI program is structured
around a combination

of academic and social
activities. Itis designed to
strengthen students’ overall
academic knowledge while
raising their academic and
career aspirations.

In late March, the PCI
students experienced
exciting hands-on science,
math, and engineering
activities. This program

is designed to strengthen
students overall academic
knowledge while raising
their academic and career
aspirations.

For the nal PCI activity of
the year on April 19, the
students played various
teambuilding games. They
also played basketball,
football, etc., and were
treated to a nice catered
lunch.

Congratulations!

PCI was awarded
Outstanding Program of
the Year by University

Unions and Student
Activities. Last year
they won for Outstanding
Community Outreach
program.

STEP

STEP 2008 participants
enjoyed a cookout for a
well-deserved celebration
of their accomplishments
as Irst-year engineering
students.

Pictured left to right: Laura-
Renee Seibert, Trey Waller, Kara
Johnson, Greg Annisette, Chris
Setzer, Lance Barbour

Volleyball Slam"

Pictured left to right; Sebastian
Fave, Matt Liwanag, Bob Collins,
Colin Lorenz

Seven Girl Scout students
from the Richmond and
Northern Virginia areas,
ranging from 8th to 11th
grades, participated in a
CEED-sponsored event to
learn about the College of
Engineering and programs
sponsored by the CEED
oflce, including Hypatia,
STEP, Fall Mentoring, and
C-Tech.

The event also included a
hands-on activity entitled,
In Search of Snap, Krackle,
Pop, to introduce the
students to the engineering
design process. The
accompanying chaperones
had the opportunity to ask
guestions about Virginia
Tech, specilcally the
College of Engineering,
while the students
participated in this activity.
Jacqueline Addesa (CS
junior), current Hypatia and
former C-Tech? participant
assisted in the delivery of
this program.



Boeing Student of the
Year Award

Scholarship

Opportunity

Boeing Integrated Defense
Systems is again proud to
sponsor the Engineering
Student of the Year in
association with Flight
International. This exciting
award, now in its third

year, is open to engineering
students around the world.
The key criterion for this

Society of Women Engineers
Hampton Roads Section

The Hampton Roads Section
of the Society of Women
Engineers (SWE) will

award two scholarships
each school year. The
scholarships in the amount award is the impact, or
of $500 will be awarded potential for impact, of
in the fall and spring the

semester. Each scholarship [ candidate’s work on
will be awarded to qualiled current or future

and deserving women aeronautical or space
engineering students. technology.

Deadline: June 1, 2008

www.swe-hr.org
(note: use Internet Explorer
to get to this web page)

Hypatia

In late April, the Hypatia
class of 2008 joined the
current second-year and
next year's second-year
Hypatia students for an
evening of relaxing and
socializing at Bogen'’s
Regaurant.

&

Have a
great
summer!

Center for the Enhancement of Engineering Diversity
215 Hancock Hall (0275)

Virginia Tech

Blacksburg, Virginia 24061

ceed@vt.edu

www.eng.vt.edu/ceed

Travel is fatal to
bigotry, prejudice and
narrow-mindedness.
Broad, wholesome
and charitable views
cannot be acquired by
vegetating in one tiny
corner of the globe
-Mark Twain-

CEED Staff

Angelo Colon, Student
Support and Program Staff

Whitney Edmister, Assistant
Director

Fleur Gooden, Student
Support and Program Staff

Sandra Grif!'th, Enroliment
Services Specialist

Andrew Leedom, Student
Support and Program Staff

Dee Miller, Student
Support and Program Staff

Becky Shelor, Fiscal
Manager

Trey Waller, Student
Support and Program Staff




